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Anglo-American Settlement in Texas
Settlement of Anglo-American’s in Texas was motivated by the Spanish incentives to Anglo-Americans in 1820 a short period after Mexico gained its independence. Then, Texas had three settlements namely: Nacogdoches, San Antonio de Bexar, and La Bahia del Espiritu Santo1. They were small towns that developed in the neighbourhood of large ranches. Spain had been unable to convince its citizens to settle in the remote and sparsely populated Texas. Thus, despite the earlier policies that restricted foreigners to the territory, Spain made the choice to develop the frontier. The underlying terms for the Anglo-Americans as eligible settlers was that they had to become Catholics, relay their industriousness on Texas and ready to be citizens of Spain2. In return, the new settlers would get large tracts of land. Spain's motive was to foster economic development in the region and keep the aggressive plain Indians at bay such as the Koiwa and Comanche Indians. This period and the settling activity were enhanced by matters surrounding the Adam-Onis Treaty of 1819 and the decline of agriculture, after the end of the 1812 war, that indebted many farmers in the United States3.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Adams-Onis Treaty had many Americans thinking that the ragged part of East Texas had been bought from Mexico in the Louisiana Purchase4. The treaty however divided the territories with the Sabine River acting as the boundary, this gave the pioneers in Texas, Mexico the idea that the annexation would stimulate land buyers from America. Secondly, the farmers who suffered agricultural losses moved south to Mexico in a jurisdiction where their creditors couldn’t follow up to collect their debts. This gave the likes of Moses Austin of Missouri a chance to start over and rebuild their family fortunes as Texas was a safe haven. He became a Spanish citizen in 1798 where he received an empresario grant, established a lead mine in St. Louis and started importing Anglo-American workers. San Antonio’s governor authorised Moses Austin to bring along 300 families that had to concur with the regulation of settlement in Texas, Mexico. He later died in June 1821 in Missouri, leaving progress to Stephen Fuller Austin his eldest son5. The inexpensive land attracted many Anglo-Americans to Texas.  In Texas, a family at a price of four cents an acre payable in six years had access to 4605 acres contrary to the state of affairs in America where land went for $1.25 per acre with a restricted access to 80 acres fully payable at purchase. Moses Austin who had suffered losses in banking took this option where he charged 12.50 cents per acre from the Anglo-American immigrants for the land he acquired after settling in the region6.
Stephen Fuller Austin, the heir, in 1822 went to Mexico City to clarify the terms of the contract his father had made with the government. A coup that yielded an empire delayed the intentions for a year but this didn’t stop his first settlers into the territory. In 1823, soon after the empire fell, he renewed the contract and moved to Texas to rebuild the colony under the Imperial Colonization Law when the Republic of Mexico was re-established. The 1824 National Colonisation Law and the 1825 Coahuila and Texas state colonisation law required that settlers should be Christians. However a Catholic priest, Michael Muldoon7, only came to Texas in 1831. Protestant preachers occasionally preached in Texas publicly whereby in 1834 the state regulations asserted that people were free to practise their political and religious beliefs as long as they didn't interfere with law and order.
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